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over the whole Roman Empire. From A.D. 70 on-
ward the Jews have lived in communities throughout
the world. The communities outside Palestine often
attained an importance above that in Palestine when
there was a community there. In some cases it was
political or numerical weight; in the case of
Babylonia it was intellectual supremacy.

If we date the history of the Jews from David, it
is now about 3000 years old. Of that time, nearly
2500 years have been for the Jews a time of disper-
sion. If we date it from Abraham, it is 4000 years
old, with less than half of it in Palestine, and even
that but partly. Palestine has had a paramount
place in the life of the Jews only for two separated
periods, covering together about 1000 years, at the
most only a third of Jewish history. The Pales-
tinian epoch in Jewish history is, for a variety of
reasons, of primary importance, but it was short*
When judged by the number of years it occupies
in the past, dispersion is the normal state of the
Jews.

With the expulsion from Palestine, the process of
dispersion did not end. For seventeen centuries after-
wards the Jews were nearly always politically home-
less. In the Roman Empire they had the status of
citizenship, but, being subject to the whims of the